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ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.

OBSCURE DISEASE OF THE HIP-JOINT.

JEMIMA WOOD was admitted on the
19th September, under the care of Mr.
Brodie, with double lateral curvature of
the spine, disease of the right hip, &c.
H,er history was somewhat obscure, but
we were enabled by repeated questioning
to glean the following particulars. It ap-
pears that six weeks before Christmas she
was dancing, and on the following night
felt acute pain in the right hip and knee-
joints, and found in the morning that
they had (to use her own expression)
" dropped." She procured something from
a medical man to rub them with, and the
pain went off. But it did not entirely
leave her, or prevent her from gently
moving about. She did not venture out,
however, until about a fortnight since,
when the exertion of walking brought
back the pain as violently as ever. There
is at present double lateral curvature of
the spine. The right extremity appears
longer than the left, and she cannot bear Ito put it to the ground. Mr. Walker,
who officiated for Mr. Brodie during his
absence from town, ordered leeches to be

applied to the coccyx, and prescribed
anodynes for the relief of the pain.
A fortnight after her admission, she was

placed upon a double-inclined-plane bed,
and ordered to be kept entirely at rest.

October 8th. Mr. Brodie sav. her to-day,
and after hearing the detail of her symp-
toms, remarked that they were very ob-
scure. She had pain upon pressing the
skin over the tibia, or the knee-joint, or
thigh. These pains appeared to depend
upon hysteria. Mr. Brodie detected an
abscess forming over the ilium, which he
ordered to be poulticed.

l2th. There has been great starting of
the limb at night, for the relief of which
the house-surgeon prescribed anodynes
and opiates. The same hysterical pains
exist as before, with very acute pain on
passing the femur up into the acetabulum,
and drawing it down again. Two ab-
scesses were presenting, one over the
loins and one over the os ilium, which
were both opened by Mr. Brodie. A small
quantity of bloody pus flowed from each,
and they were ordered to be poulticed.
There is no pain on percussing the back.
Mr. Brodie repeated his opinion as to the
obscurity of the case, and said, that it did
not at all resemble the history of cases of
disease of the hip-joint. It was very pos-
sible that there might be diseased bone of
the ilium, communicating with the hip.

joint, or with the anterior crural nerve,
causing the intense pain of which she
complained.

14th. She appears better since the open-
ing of the.abscesses, which, however, do
not discharge much. Continues to per-
spire greatly at night. Ordered

Huustus cinchon&oelig; iss;
Acid. sulph. dilitt. x, ter in die.

Has still much pain in the limb at night,
for which she is obliged to take an opiate.

19th. Much improved in appearance;
sleeps better at night, and is evidently
improved in every respect since the ab-
scesses have been opened.

29th. Not quite so well as at last re-
port, the abscesses having closed up, and
the matter. nrobablv. again collecting.

There is much anxiety of countenance,
some degree of fear, and restlessness, with
pain in the hip, preventing sleep last
night. Mr. Brodie measured the thigh of
the affected side (the right), which al-
though to a superficial appearance elon-
gated, was, in reality, shortened. Mr.
Brodie directed that the patient should be
kept perfectly at rest until the matter
came to the surface again, when the ab-

I scesses should be opened, and some fresh
plan devised to prevent their healing againso quickly.
November 3. Looks better, and appears

better in every respect; no pain in hip,
thigh, or leg, of the side affected. Mr.
Brodie remarked, that it was scarcely pos-
sible that the abscesses could have been
filled up. She sleeps well at night, and per-
spires less, but has great heat of the skin
in the evening, for which she was ordered
to discontinue the cinchona draught.

It would be needless to report the daily
progress of this case up to the present time.
From the last-mentioned date her health
continued gradually to mend; the night
sweats, hectic fever, and pain, subsided.
She was kept at perfect rest, and having
improved so much, Mr. Brodie gave her
proper instructions as to the future care
of her health, and ordered her to be made
an out-door patient, alleging as a reason

for the decision, that the Board thoiigltt she
ha(l been kept long enough in the house.

BURSAL TUMOUR OF THE GROIN, CO:V-
’ NECTED WITH THE HIP-JOINT.

Thomas Crashaw was admitted Sep-
tember 26, under the care of Mr. Brodie,
! with a large solid tumour in the groin.
’ He was servant to Mr Cutler, and had
’ been previously examined by Messrs.
’ Keate and Babington, who had delivered
’ their opinion that the tumour was a ma-
’ lignant one. Nothing was done for him
’ until
t
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October 1, when Mr. Brodie saw him,
and we obtained the following history of
his case. It appeared that at the age of
eighteen years he had a fall upon the
buttocks, ever since which time he has
always felt weak there, and has had re-
peated attacks of rheumatism, for the re-
lief of which he has applied compound
pitch plaster. About twenty weeks since
he first perceived this swelling in the

groin, which more particularly attracted
his notice by a sensation of fulness in the
part ; since that time it has been gradually 
increasing in size. There is at present a 
discoloration of the skin over the tumour, 
which is of the size, and elevates the I
skin to about the height, of half an orange.
It is hard, gives a cartilaginous feel to the
hand, and, on pressute, appears to contain
fluid. It gives no pain, either when the
limb is flexed or rotated. Its situation is
bounded on the inside by the femoral ar-
tery, on the outside by the sartorius
muscle, and superiorly by Poupart’s liga-
ment. Mr. Brodie, after examining it
most carefully, said that in the present
obscure state of the case, he believed it to
be a bursal tumour connected with the l
hip-joint. He said that he had seen a
tumour of a similar nature, form over the
bursa of the patella.
The tumour was punctured in two or

three places, when there oozed out a se-
rous fluid tinged with blood. A blister
was ordered to be applied over it, and ten
drops’of the tincture of iodine to be taken
three times a day. The blister was after-
wards countermanded by Mr. Brodie,
until he should have an opportunity of
making a larger opening.

October 5th. Much the same; the tinc-
ture of iodine to be continued, and a blister
to be applied over the tumour, and kept
open with savine cerate. Mr. Brodie re-
marked to the pupils that there were

many cases in which it was difficult to
detect and understand the nature of a
disease, and this was one of them. He
owned that the disease was to him a verv
obscure one, but that it must be treated
as though it were perfectly understood.

8th. The patient continues to take iodine.
The blister on the tumour not having risen
sufficiently, another has been ordered.

. 12th. The second blister also has not
risen. Mr. Brodie inquired whether he
had been using cold lotion to the tumonr
previous to his coming into the hospital.
The patient replied in the negative. To-

day the fluctuation of fluid in the tumour
is more perceptible. Blisters to be dis-

continued ; iodine to be persisted in.
14. The fluid is more easily felt in the

tumour. Ordered to remain at perfect
rest, that the fluid may come forward.

19. Tumour seems somewhat decreasedin size. Mr. Brodie remarked, that most
tumours varied in size at times. Iodine to
be continued.

21. Tumour appears to be smaller in
size, and the fluctuation of fluid in it is evi-
dently more perceptible. A piece of lint

dipped in the pure liquor arnmonice, to be

applied over it, so as to raise a smart
blister. Mr. Brodie remarked, that the
tumour had evidently diminished in size,
but that there had been four causes to

produce that effect. There had been per-
fect and complete rest in the horizontal
posture for some weeks ; the patient’s
mind had been relieved from anxiety re-
specting the state of the tumour; he had
had blisters applied to the part ; and he
was taking the tincture of iodine three
times a day.
November 3. The liquor ammoni&oelig; has

formed a small slough, but the tumour
does not appear to have been otherwise
affected by it.
The iodine has been continued and dis-

continued at intervals ever since, and the
dose has been gradually increased; but nogood effect has yet (as far as we can per-
ceive) been produced by it upon the tu- a

mour. Clot-Bey, when he visited the

hospital some short time since, examined
the case minutely, and discovered, that in
addition to this " bursal tumour" the man
had exostosis of the femur in the neigh-
bourhood of the trochanter. (To be con-
ti7iued.)

CLINICAL REMARKS BY MR. BRODIE.

DISEASE OF THE SPINE-PARALYSIS
OF THE LOWER EXTREMITIES.&mdash;There
was a case of this nature a few weeks
since in the hospital, under the care of
Mr. Hawkins, and various remedies were

tried to remove the paralytic state of the
lower limbs, but to no purpose. Mr. Haw-
kins therefore requested Mr. Brodie’s opi-
nion upon the case. Mr. B. accordingly saw
him and delivered his opinion to the gen-
tlemen present. " This patient, Gentle-
men, has, I find, had this paralytic state
of the lower limbs coming on for some
time past,-for the last twenty months or
two years, I believe. He has no pain in
his head, chest, or abdomen. His bowels
are inclined to be costive, to relieve which
he is obliged to take strong medicines.
He feels no numbness in the lower extre-
mities, but, as he very truly expresses it,
he has a total weakness or want of power
over the limbs. Nor has he any sensation
as of a chord drawn tightly round the
thighs, which is a sensation that patients


